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Hail ond f orewell '
hunpback whsles breed
off the Australian coast
ond tl)en move south !t
An tur ctica ; w ell ' e quipp t.
safrtri tent ot Kooljunnr t
right; busy doing nothn,,.
on o CTpe Leveque beari.
oppostte
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a 4WD Tag Along tour - or simPlY
put vour feet up. There are also
3pectacrrlar charter flights over the
archipelago and horizontal
waterfalls.

The evening ritual begins with a
chilled beer (bring your own, as the
community it dty) down on the
Western Beach for sunset. As the
final rays spread, a deep blush
transforms the land into rose-gold.
Then it's back to the tent for a
barbie or to the Dinka's restaurant.
Run bv an affable husband-and-wife
team, ihis serves remarkably good
dishes: calamari with wasabi
mayonnaise, giant steak on potato
rosti followed by - somewhat
improbably, glven the temperafures
in the mid-3Os - bread-and-butter
pudding.

Sleep did not come fast at first in
the tent - not because of any
critters, but rather the brilliance of
the full moon that rose like a blood
orange. By the second night,I had
embiaced the elements and drifted
off to the swish of a rising spring
tide. We were there in Lalin - the
Bardi word for when the tides
change and temperatures rise with
the onset of the wet season.

Over more than 5,000 years the
Bardi tribe has learnt to master the
treacherous currents that shape this
rulged coastal region. Traditionally,
tht ' t  n'otr ld cross behveen the 500-

odd islands of the archipelago on
rafts made of soft cork to hunt
turtles, dugong and stingray. "There
was no Monday orTuesdaY." said
Bibido, our Bardi skipper on the
boat cruise. *Life was lived bY the
tides."

roome WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Austin 7. The missionaries used to
make the local Aborigines -
including the brother:s' grandfather
- shift sand from the beach to
rebuild the steep road uP to the toP
of the island after each wet season.
Since the 1950s, the island has been
uninhabited.

From the day's start, Unja made it
clear he was determined to catch
lunch;he was tired of ham-and-
cheese sandwiches. Cutting the
engine iunong the mangroves, both
brdthers slipp-ed into the waterwith
lethal-looking spear guns as turtles
bobbed around the boat. All on
board hovered nervously, on the
lookout for crocs. "lf it's coming
downstream it's a log," we were
told. "Upstream, yell out."

Afterwhat seemed an age, theY
both returned with four golden-
lined spinefoot. We continued,
elidine on lucent water into a
inetteiea cove for lunch. The fish
cooked on the coals was served on a
platter of leaves, its sweet flesh
infused with charcoal. Served inside
a buttered bun it was undoubtedlY
the freshest fish I have ever eaten.

"This is my kitchen." Unja said,-
with a broad smile, tossingaside the
ham and cheese. "Welcome to Bardi
countrv."

As ttie boat pulled away, I looked
back. The onlv trace we liad left was
a footprint in the sand.
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fter a final goodbye from the
humpback whale. with both
tailfins outstretched in a wave,

ourvessel remained stationary as it
battled against the strongest tides in
the southern hemisphere. As eddies
and whirlpools swirled around us,l
wondered how William DamPier,
the English buccaneer, coPed rvhen
he sailed here in 1699, giving the
peninsula its name.

Cranking up the engine, Bibid<r
and'his brother, Unja, turned the
boat to Sunday Island. For six years
this entertaining duo has run the
Goombading scenic boat tours.
Unja, rangy and excitable, is a self-
described t'true blue Aussie", the
colour of dark chocolate; Bibido is
more calm and considered. Brought
up in a lean-to fashioned from Palm
trees on a nearbv beach at One Arm
Point, they regarf these waters as
their backyard and Sunday Island as
their "traditional counW".

We moored at the rocky island to
explore the old Protestant mission,
abandoned in 1956. Among the
mins is  the nrs t ing she l l  o f  : rn
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The location
If lourt ion is cver
then i t  doesn't  ge
better than this: I
hotcl is r,vi lhin thr
histot ' ic Rocrks dis
iurcl ofl'els jaw-
dropping views ol
Opera IIouse anrl
Sydney Flau'boul
Bridge. Close to rr
shopping and btrr
districts.

Welike
'fhat view. Especir
enjoyed over a ('(x
the funky Blu lftrr
on the 36th fkror'.

Not so keen
F o r a  h o t e l  c l i r i r r r i
the leading l iv t '  s t
property in Sl , t lnt '
were  a  r tun r l l t ' l ' o l
The t ru i t  bow' l  i r r  r
was  no t  t ' t r p l t ' r r i s l r
throughotrt rrry' l i rr
s tay  (and  so rnc  o l
g rapes  h i r r l  n i t l r c r
end) :  t h t '  l r t ' r  l s i r l t '
t t < t t  rn 'o rk  ( i r r r r l  r r : r .
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Getting there
Flights from Broome cost $190 (f 82)one
way, minimum two people (www.king
leoDoloarr.com.au ).
Vehicles can be hired from car rental
operators in Broome, including Avis, Hertz

cabins, A$140 (f 60) per night; beach
shehers, A$60 (f 26) per night; all based
on two sharing;there is a minimum two-
night stay.
Whatto do
Goombading Cultural Scenic Boat Tour,

A$200 (f86) per person, can be booked at
Kooljaman (or call 0061 8 9L92 4lr9l

huge fr idge ("bush butler" also avai lable:
food delivered, to be cooked on your own
barbecue); beer/wine; polarised sunglasses.
Further information
www kooljaman com au,00618 9r9Z
4970

email:  admin@goombadi ngtour.com au)
When to go: April- October; coolest
weather: June - August
What to take: plenty of food as there is a


