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I Hotel

A home away from home minus the
everyday grind . . . Glaire Scobie is there.

expard acrcs tlrc l.Iorfi Coast
hfumedand lift's daily stresses recede
to abackgrourdhum"

Bythe time fve crwed the
wooden brltge oner a snall creek
madcing the errranae to the Tin Dog

Irrc arrirad * a subtropftzl
oasiswithpalmtrees
silddingperftctla^ms
Ahead is asweeping
Feder*ionhouse an4
ontside the fr,orrdoog a

I
(

rustingmoddof atindog
wiftanrptumedsnouc the

origin of this rural retr,eds quidcy
nanE

Sorne sixyears agq ex-
$drryiders Madr ard Sue lelly
decided on a sea - or tree - dnnge
ard, after renon*ions, the Tin Dot
operrcd with four high-ceilinged
roomg each with acess to a primte
deckorverarda

About 4O per cern of the IGllyC
guests r€tur4 another 20 perent
are reftrrals lds sornenrhere th*
begs a secordvisit Or in mycase, an
annuatpilgrimage.

It's a flae to go to ftel nurnle4
restored and sorrcwh* in&lged
withou spending a fornrne. Ids drild
ftee and the mobih phone barely
wodrs 6rnot*alD.'The factthtrthere's no reception
fteals people out initialf Sue sa5n'Then they start to relax"

Each rmm is deoraed in si@
lirres with a sharp qe for detail
Hommade macadamia @okbs ant
local coffee stock tfr oryboard.
lltere's abar fridge ard sereo sysem

Qrd a huge sehctinn of CDs on offed,
butnoekryision

h tlp main house is the King
Room, all crirDson ard wtrie,
boastfug a sunlen bah and douHe
sbonrer ard the more old-fashiorpd
Cedar Room with wine-red aedar
walls ln a rnv anner buih to trlerd
with tlre turn-of-the-certury style,
are the Gardenand Palm rooms widr
pdistred tfunber floorg the latter
oiedookfuga12-nmepmL

Thecombin*ionofthe
wrryaroud deck ard hiteaarays in
the grourds - agaz€bointhe
rainforcst dell and a nrcoden pergola
wift barbecue - npans tha errcn
ufien the Tin Dog is full 1ou rrcner

seemtosee arryorn else. lnthe
warrnermonthg abonb of drilhd
wtrite whe can be slnred in ttre
zummedtouse orlou can s,rting in a
harnmock and listen to the deep
sibncg broken only by the cooing of
a wonga pigeon In wirter, r,rrlren tlre
Byronhhtedandbecomes
surprlsinglyft,esb the fires are lit in
the twositting roomsprwiding an
ideal excuse to curl rp wift a good
bookonthe sofa.

The lGlbm are onhardrryhen
needed (they live on the prcpergf
with advice on localctractions -
rcnnis, hone ridin& national pa*s,
ahemdvether4bs-wtrib
renainirry OIigingly discreet Ttre
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Swing in a hammock and
listen to the deep si lence

ItitUkI :Enl'f,Vnl



THE SUN.HERALD M.y 13, 2OO? 29*

S0IIIIDE: lllrtlnr yur're sntrggftg ry h Utc
flow of a cracldhg fre ortathg a dh hthc
pool, the Ih Dog, wlth fts relarlq verandas,
cosy befooms (the l0trg Roont plcfured) erd
peaceftI gardens ls perfect for a| seasons.

>TRIP NOTES
I The Tln Dog, Macadamla Lane, Federal, phone
(Ozt 66813 4465, see www.thetlndog.com.au.
I Rates from SISO per nlght, includlng breakfast.
NRMA 4Y, star rated.
I Closest reglonal alrports are Llsmore (25-mlnute
drlve), Balllna (4O mlnutes) and Coolangatta (55
mlnutes).

atmcphere t@ve created is a
genuine ttorne ar,rray from honrc",
It is rnither formal, nor intrusivre.

Ttrc Tin Dogis signcure is gerreel
sophistkmi<rn A typical day begins
with a four-course brealdast,
startfuE with a pl*ter of frnit bougltr
fresh ft,om the farmers' marlet,
porridge or local muedi ard

hornemade
compote. IIex
is Sue'sdaily
codad breakfasr ft couH be rtalian
balced eggs - a son of fluffbread
ard buter pddding - or delicious
pot*oes ard feta cakes widl
caramelised tomato lfpu can ft it
iru there s banana bread ard toasg

throughthe zanySron
Echoand decidewhidr
massagg dryspaor
mad<ettoaimfor.

Theneafu
Bangalowmarlets are
heldonthefourth
Sundayofeverymornh,
withstails seUingfairy
dresses and local crafts,
adraiterrand
performane artists
It's an ilealplace to
loseyoursef befiore
settling under a large
figtreewiftanicy
suSarcaneJue.

ohligaory walk rp to tlrc iconic
lighdrouse for d@hin and wtnle
sponing.

As fve made the mistake of
rushing around trying to ft togr mudr
i4 I nowairntodo as little aspcsible
at the Tin Do& wtridr demands to be
savoured. Afthough ttrere's a wide
dpice of restaurans in Bangalor
(Fresca ctlrc Bangalow Hote[
Lftopia Cafe ard S*i*e are all
orcellerr) and Pogels Wood in
Federal is open a fa'v nights aweelg
it can even be a wrendr kaving t
niglnfordirmer.

Onenigtnmyparoerardl
broug!tr talea,vry horne and ae in
the gazebo under the stars

ffs memorbs such as these tha
dranr rc badc I recognise the freling
norvvrhenitomes. . . IdsTin Dog
tinq when I wam to crw th* brilge
ard feel a million miks aray


