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Hotel

Hip addition to New India
Clalre Scobie steps into a Chennai retreat where
even the towels are works of art.

173 U.S. cities.
One low fare.

f n eaudftlnradaqbeautiftrt Brcadp
lJ d€ep} and rclat'srys the in*ucorin
| | asotfngsingsngsltrybr€anarye
l/ myelf into the lons pcition. I am the

first guesrforthedawr1ogsr|ls infrc newly
@ened Taj Mount Road, in Chenrui. Fmm the
hels rooftop 94 theepitalofTanril Nadu,
SaEway to lndia's $udL suetdre out,
ilhminatedbyaoml-redsrm.Atthemdofthe
dass, Iamsrelaxed,Ifloatbacktomymm.

Taj Moun Road is one of de latet additioru
o |tdia'sqsnishoel dnin. Frcm the ouside.
ttr sharp-lines, cel aens and neon-blue
facade :ire hallirarls of the lrls India'.

It'sddcrdrcrdun Kipling; ontenporary
inSead ofr{ass'cal.

Lhlike ia sisterhoel, ClumafsTaj
Crmmndel - wls€ the dom w turtans,
the f,ockofpurgstaffwin gretlouatMormt

Roadacdrcsed indaksuia. Tfuryaretrained
with a yes r€ car' atdtude. 1f we ent do
uxfiing, wesayso,'saF AmhmAppam,
dEsl6dir€@r. lredontdothe lrdim thins
of nodding lcC wtrmwe m ho'."

Still, follmingarcns in Munbailas yw.
searityistight,wifi bagdrdsand meal
detectos on entry. Once imide, pools with
delicatepinklofts flffi,€rsard f,oating glass
dmdelim *tthe serenetore. Em thesaff
m o glide rather than scurry.

The 220rcoms, induding 16suites, are styted
in a sleek combination of marble and oolished
wooden floon. All comewith Wi-Fi, plasna
te-lsisionsardmrl$tatbnq rlpdehuemr
also hareDVDplayas ad iPodjads. Blinkad
you@uldbe inmequitalemftestarhotrlin
$dney c london. This is ddiberate. 

'Ilre 
rooms

re deigned s ary@uemjetsetterwill lcrow
whqe to fi nd tfi e minibar orbafumm light
switdr. ForthebusyqecwhoisinCheilui -
the DetoitofAsiaduebdre ciry'sburgeoning
wandmandacturinginduscy-drisonld be
il adwntaSe. Forodrec, a drawbadc

Thse arc, howwer, ome orte standous.
"Iowel cf in $e rcom means ]outowel
dtang€s daily, ftodtdEslrapeofabuddha to m
elephant. DowstaiF, highteabsEd in Bw,
drccmltealougeintlre lobby. Forthemore
admturcustherc is Blsd, awanlqycakail
barspecialisinginoplosive"moleclrlar
Gkailf to deep house htrEs.

Afteranightinadelueroominanuber-soft
bed, wredft,omtteoutsidewodd, Ialnct
forgetl m in kdia Stlp onide theT4 m to
ClubHorE Roa4 dleoriginalsfteoftheBdtidr
buihMadre Chrb, md ids backo reedfng
homs. Thefoopathisvirntallynon€dstentand
srcrdynrsnrEdbeggars fiquantthembway.

Back at$e h@l fu lundt ttm rc thrc
r€staurants to dpose ft,orn - Club Hre, a
24hou bisuo; tlrc rcmtic mft op
Mcditerraneanrc*aurant,IGfi; andthe
nmptuonst{ack-andgdAneaf Bq/ond Indu.

€htb Hose ofus nqdh cuisine wift an
Aiian slam arC a qui*ycold-one gelm
cdnu I opt fuBqDrd IndB, h$ywidrmll-
heledCtumaites- grupsofel€sgnladi€sin
iwryadohrehmas-dinbgonaprgrntrarye
ofl,lor&lndianbrcmadewitholiveoikdrer
duncuntentbnalgh€e (ddtredhtter).'Itcairn
istokeqthenswrbutrducedEcahihs. nE
nsuh chliciosRnjabiddr.s, picy),etddicarc.

lhavercastedfire4pleandbell peppersoup
follomdbyaselecionofbahadvegetable
onks.Tfu hightigfu blamnipalalC,a bumt
ga* aU mupd<-ffmled spimdr pure
s€flEdwidrpipinghotparada (Aa6Md).

Leare room for their signarure d6sst,the
"dahi auranjeerh lauf orbaled pghunwidr
figs. lt's sarational.

If idsltalimftrcdiningpu pefer, orlcal
Southlndianfood,thgdsamtsyne(Sf
betweenMountRoad and fte dlrertrcTaj
eidarc inthe city, T4 Commadelild Taj
@nmnara, as you meat attheodlshoels
ardbilldrmealofourroom atMountRoad.
I amconentto linS€ramoUftepinklotuses,
dnah whidr arebestadmired ratherdun
atternpd in a )o8a.lr<s.

Thewiows a gm 6du TC group.

>TRIP1{OtE3
r CE tlllGTHERESlnqaporc
Ahlln6 tllr3trom Sydncy to Chennll
vlr slngrpore, from Sl2oO rcturn.
Phon 13 lO 11.3.. 3lngrpor.rhcom
I STAYIIIG THERE T.l mouot Ro.4
No.2 Club Houta Rod Chcnn.l
6(xl OO2, T{nll N.du. Phql.
{91"44 66:1|3fi n. t.. td|d3'Co.a
Doublr Dcluro room c6t3 15,OOO INR
(5374) enbnt Suftc. rfth.cc.ss to
crcalttve loungc start at 18,OOO lNR.
I FURTHER !}IFORTATION
Sc. tlmllnrdutourlsm,org.

Choose from

173 U.S. cities

served by United.

Pay iust $900i

Experience all the U.S. has to otter

wilh daily t l ights to San Francisco,

Los Angeles. and any of the 1 73 U.S

cil ies United fl ies to, lor one low fare

Add up to two additional cily stops

to your it inerary tor only S50 each.

Valid lor travel: 1 5 Augusl to

09 December, 2009.

To book. call Unitsd Fleservations on

1 3 1  7 7 7

or contact your local AFTA Travel Agent

tu l t rTED
I t 's t ime to f lyl

#i.
choossrrom 173u..;',::: t930' uo.t:iro,l,.;X tso^

Hds rulc3 . . . g.nd, .t thc T., Icrnt Ro.d, soccbll$r In "mhqrh ccftrns".
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