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Hip aadition to New India
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House mhs..‘m,ntﬁeﬂmm. specialises in “molecular cocktails".

1 eautiful madam, beautiful. Breathe
deeplyamlrelax, says the instructor in
m:gsongashrymmnange
myselfunoﬂ:eloms Tamthe
first guest for the dawn yoga the newly

openedTajMountRoad.mC!mnai.Fromﬂle
hotel’s rooftop gym, the capital of Tamil Nadu,
gateway to India’s south, stretches out,
illuminated by a coral-red sun. At the end of the
class, Jam sorelaxed, Ifloat back to my room.
Taj memRoadxsoneofﬂ:elmestadditions
wlndlas hotel chain. From the outside,
, steel accents and neon-blue
[amdearehallmaﬂ(softhe'Newmdm

Unlike ts sister hotel, Chennai’s Taj
Coromandel -where the doormen wear
the flock of young staff who greet you at Mount

173 U.S. cities.
One low fare.

Choose from

173 U.S. cities
served by United.
Pay just $930*

Experience all the U.S. has to offer
with daily flights to San Francisco,
Los Angeles, and any of the 173 U.S.
cities United flies to, for one low fare.
Add up to two additional city stops
to your itinerary for only $50° each.
Valid for travel: 15 August to

09 December, 2009.

To book, call United Reservations on
131 777, visit unitedairlines.com.au

or contact your local AFTA Travel Agent.

Choose from 173 U.S. cities $, "'
served by United. 930 city

Up to 2 addi

itional
stops
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It's time to fly”

Claire Scobie steps into a Chennai retreat where
even the towels are works of art.

Road are dressed in dark suits. They are trained
witha'yawecan atﬁmde.'lfwemn‘tdo

2, we say so,” says Anshuman Appanna,
'Wedtm’tdothelnd:anﬂ:mg
‘ys‘whmwemean‘no"

year,
securityistighr,wiﬂnbagd\edcsandmetal
detectors on entry. Once inside, pools with
delicate pink lotus flowers and floating glass
chandeliers set the serene tone. Even the staff

wooden floors. All come with Wi-Fi, plasma
also have DVD players and iPod jacks. Blink and
you could be in an equivalent five-star hotel in
s e e
are soany: jetsetter

where to find the minibar or bathroom light
switch. For the busy execwho is in Chennai -

the Detroit of Asia due to the city’s burgeoning
carand industry - this could be
anadvantage. For others, adrawback.

There are, however, some cute standouts.
“Towel art” in the room means your towel
changes daily, from the shape of abuddhato an

high teais served in Brew,
the cool tea lounge in the lobby. For the more
advmmousd)aeisslmd,amrﬂqoodmﬂ
bar specialising in explosive “mol
cocktails” to deep house tunes.

After anightin a deluxe room in an uber-soft
bed, cocooned from the outside world, T almost

Asian slant and a quirky cold-stone gelato
counter. IoptfurBeyondIndus busywith well-
heeled Chennaites -

served with piping hot paratha (flatbread).

Leave room for their signature dessert, the
“dahi aur anjeer ki lauj” or baked yoghurt with
figs. It’s sensational.

IfitsItalian fine you prefer, orlocal
South Indian food, 's aneat synergy
between Mount Road and the other two Taj
residences in the city, Taj Coromandel and Taj
Connemara, as you can eat at the other hotels
andbilldxemealmymnmomatlwomkoad.
lmmmm'

The writer was aguest of the Taj group.

> TRIP NOTES

B GETTING THERE Singapore

Airlines flies from Sydney to Chennai

via Singapore, from $1200 return.

Phone 13 10 11, see singaporeair.com

B STAYING THERE Taj Mount Road,

No. 2 Club House Road Chennai,

600 002, Tamil Nadu. Phone

+91-44 66313131, see tajhotels.com.

Double Deluxe room costs 15,000 INR

($374) anight. Suites with access to
executive lounge start at 18,000 INR.

W FURTHER INFORMATION

See tamilnadutourism.org.



